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QUARTERLY ENGL/AND

JuSelivess 2400 for three issues (in bills)
U.K. anl otber countries.isce below)
LOC plus 20p in stanps

________ IIQRIAL Greetings Erghbods,

Once again, the acres of wordland are
nongled into pulp t3d provide paper for the Crunbling Jeeves Mansion and its
EROpresses. Or to put it nnother woy..-ERG's here aogsing.for sone of youe

Having finally become an ERG (cs noted elsewhere, Eric
Neechan sugsested this nust neans.Blderly Retired Gentlenan) and taking on
the ehores of housckooplng, cooking ctce, while Vel poes out to work, I an
now going to introduce d new eyangen for ERG. Hon-responiing subscribers
will be phase! cut as their subs ond .. .oxcont for thoze in tho USL {al though
T hopo bthey will IOC anyway ). secause they cannot send! ne stanps..snd also
tecause I can use their tollare for negazine an! cenvention dues.

Readers in the UK who have been subscribings.once your sub expires, the
only way to get nore ERGs, is to send a LOC on the current issue, and include
28p in stamps for the next issue. Financially, this neans you get ERG at a
1ower rate than heretofore..and I get feedback, plus the advantage of no

wasted copies, For the tine being, existing trade deals will continue, but
I just can't take on any nores Yow for the overseas readers who cantt send
Jollars. & good letter ('good! means nore than o page) or trade for any
English language nagazinds in which I'n interested.s.aeronautics, Space,
Tlectronics, lodels and so one..plus back issues of SF nagazines. This sort
of trade is also epen to UK readers.s..let rie know what you can offer.

Sorry about all that, but Iife on a teacher's sickness pe'lsion is not
as affluent as one on full tine salarye...at least until 1 get back into
full tine cartooning and sales of paintings and articles. Noney, Like
energy, nust be conserved e

Next issue ray be sliphtly delayed. August 21 sees Val and 1 head off
to spend the night at the Freenan's before catching the plane te Boston. UWe
don't get back until Septenber, so with preparations, absehce and poste
flight jet-lag it nay be o while before I can get out Nos 72...don't panic,
it will arrive eventuallye

Retirenent gifts were genaerauely-supplicd by collcagues..a Flyno lawn
trimmer, & Quartz LCD Chrono watch {currently back at Metac for replacenent)
a door bell which plays 24 Qifferent tunes, and half a portable TV set for
the bedro:n (Mo they don't sell halves..Val put in the cash for the other
nalf)ess.and with oy luap sun, I have & new Kadett on order.

E""""'°: Time to send Z2,00 in BRGiferously,
: E billSese.or & LOC and Terry
asesrsssnvary 25D in stanps

2 (M enaos this issue from..ll,Brixdge,/ 363 Kennington Lane/Vauxhall/LONDON SE11)
Obp + 115p puatagoe. sankion FRG won't you %



THE SHAPE
OF THINGS THAT
HAVE COME
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Prowsing through the odd paperbeck and soue current nagazines,
I kept coning across various itens which night well have escaped from the
pages of science fiction..if the authors had been sharp encugh to think of
them firste. For instance, acco:- ing to Rosen's FUTURE FACTS (Corgl %155,
reviewed in ERG 64, Oct.?%), in Virginia, U.S.A. you can cycle, ride, play
tennis or run your soap hox car on the gentle slopes of Mount Trashncc.
Vhat makes the project unigque, is that the guaintly naned recreation hill
was created from junked parbage. Packed down, soil covered and grass secded,
the locals hHave turned an eyesore into a thing of beauty and a recreational
amenity as well.

Eleswhere in the book is & note about currently available
pocket-sized heart nmonitors which not only worn the wearer of unusual heart
rhythns, but cen also be operated to pipe the sounds direcetly into a 'phone
line to your local doctor for instance dimgnosise 8o now we know where AC.
Clarke got the idea fron for the gadget in 'Fountains of Paradise'.

For thoso interested in getting intlk conputing..but deterred
by currcnt prices (Apple..P695, Research Hachines..£897, Pet..7469 or Tandy
for 2385), you nmight consider the newly introduced Sinclair 2X30 whieh
although having only IK of R.iM ( or 1000 bits you can enter and fiddle with)
is a good intriduction to lecarning BiSTCs.the layman's computer languagea
Unlike the more expensive jobs, it doesn't have 1ts own VDU, but operates
through you r TV screen, It costs around Z100, with power pack £9 extra, but
if you are handy with a soldering iron, the kit is only £80, If interestced,
drop a line to Sciernee of Cambridge Ltd., 6 Kings Parade, Canbridge, Cambsa .
who I gather are snowed under with orders. A close connetitor (and from a
near neighbourhood), is the ficorn 'ATOM' Kit, from fcorn Computer Lid,
4a Market Hill, Cambridge, CB2 2ilJ....this one has 2K of RiM, and again
interfacces with your domestic TV. The kit is £120 plus VaT..the nade-up
nodel 5150,

Changing direction slightly and headi-g for Tlectronic Ganes,
fans might be interested in GALALTY INVADER which is based on 'Space Invaders',
According to Hobby Electronics, this gane has a series of aliens attacking
your basc ané firing as they come. You have three 'lives' to lose and can
retaliate by joystick operating a 'laser' and firing at will. The cost is
around 223..but that is complete as there is no need to hook it intoc your
TVe Also free of TV slavery are SUB CHASE where you hunt up hidden



uwnderwater graft, and then ARMOUR BATTLE whic nallows you to do the sane for
simulated tankse

If you fancy naking an interstellar flight and chatting up the
1ocal aliens; & talking translator is on sale for 2170. Sadly, the current
model only handles everyday Darth languages so isn't nuch use to would-be
Galactic Scouts. Even so, if you fancy escleric eotiriunication lincse.you
nay be interested in anothor report. sccording to Everyday GBlectronics, the
new Buropeon Comsat is called 'Stellaly so all sommunications routed through
it are nost definitely rInter-Stella'y . ouchl

¥oving to the hone cine front, and Movie Maker nmagazine, you nay
be interceted to know that yo* can buy a Super 8, colour-sdund print of THE
BLACK HOLE for arcund £32. A ainilar format STAR WiARS can be on Yyour screen
for £31 and for 561, you can have BUCK ROGERS in b recls. 12 ninutes of
SPAR TREK cost £26..and THE EMPIRE STRIKES BiCK is available at £32 for &4Q0
fect. (No, Mabel, you can't have three yards of Darth Vader for M0pl. If
you want less familiar SF titles, Portland Filns have a wide selection at
£10,95 a throws

it this point, somcone is bound to s3y, thy ness with cine filn
when videotape is the coning thing ? For around 210 worth of teme you can
have any filn you like, straight from the 'box' " Well, apart fron the
copyright restrictions..notice that small bit at the foot of the ad. "You
nay need a license fto reccrd fron Ty",,.IF you can get one. the snag is
that video rccorders aren't cheap..or reliable. Panasonics latest NV-7000
has a 14 day timer, ctc..and costs 2700, Caneras are around the £600 nark
and the guality is infericr o cine film,

For ny noney, I'll stay with filu..I've used it since 1960 with
no repair bills other than new lampsea.and ry current Zunig sound projecctor
has just had its first new Llanp after eight years! igainst this, the school
videorccorder was costing around 350 a year in repairs the last tine T heards
1f you want to bring back a record of your trip to Lower Slobbovakia, you'lll
peed @n oxpensive porptable video reccrder...boang goes uore casha and of
course there is alsc thc threat of lawsuits by BBC, ITV or the Perforuing
Ripghts Society.

If you just want hassle-frec playback of purchased natcrial,
1'd fancy the new laser-scanned discs., Few noving parts to break down, and
no high speed scanning heads being abraded away by coarse recording tape.
However, so far, you can't noculate then with your own signals..so they're
not so $lexiblees..but wait for it...progress is rapid. lMoreover, once the
narket starts to saturate..and nicroclectronics gets into ness nroduction
of the nodules..prices will tunble.

Which ie enough nattering this tine round...renmember to LOC (ana
sen. a stanp) for LRG 72...which reninds mee..Bric Necdhan asked if TRG
stands for Elderly Retired Gentleman.??%7? If you have a current sub,
that of egurse renders you exenpt fronm the LOC/stanp route until it expires.
As for 'Tpades'..sorry, but I just can't takc on any nore to the nailing

iat N .
gk Looking forward to secing nany of you in Boston over Labor Day
weekends «se2nd this may nean ERG 72 gets delayed a2 week or three while I
vocever frort Couventinn-vti=jet-lag,
Best to all,
Terxry



ASTOUNDING
~D4ifcns.  Statistics

Ashley

If vou read the smell print in a recent IRGitorial, you'll Rave
noticed that Terry and I have been working on a conmplete Index to the full
50 years of Astounding/Analog. As I write, I'm about to launch into the
grand type-up, and it should be out frmonm Robert Weinberg in the States,later

this yeare 1 +he meantime it secus only fair that as Torry has done so
nuch of the spadework on the Index, that he has the opportunity to publish
first sone of the discoveriese The Index will cover cverything in ASF¥ (bar
the adverts), and the issue listing will be complete with the Analytical
Loboratory scores. For all that the systen adopted by Canpbell for scoring
the storics was wide open to discrepancies, it was nevertheless fascinating
to Iook at the final placings, and the AnLab is something the rniodern iAnalog
would be bettor bringing back.

The January 1980 Znalog included an article by William Sims
Bainbridge in which he analysed the AnLab scores, oné for all that his find=-
%ngs are probably mere statistically accurate than mine, I don't fecel he had
conplcetely the right apvproach. Equating all the stories on to a single
scale was fine, but in so doing he omitted two fundaonentals. He retained
separate votes for each episcde of a nevel, thereby inflating the bias-vote
towards novels; and he ignered pscudonyus, thoereby allowing for the favour-
itisn vote always accorded populare authers.

Tn ny opproach I've retained the ordiginal AnLab scores, since I
feel that preovided one takoes a sufficiently large quota, inconsistencies
between issues of varying sizes will, to sonme extent, be cancelled outs Itve
set this guota at ten contributions (novels ccunting as cne), though I was
tempted te po highers This neans that sone of the writers included in Hre
Bainbridges list are excluded - nost notably Janes Blish and E.E.Sriithe
However, by including pseudonyus, other authors are now included. Grossing
pseudonyns did cause one problen, as in sone issucs that neant authors were
conpeting with thenselves. In one issuey Randall Garrett had three storics,
which neant he was Cocried to average less than 1.00, but this did nct happen
that freguently and in at least onc instonce, an author with twec stories in
one issuc hal themt beth voted into first place (one guess who that writer

was)d
Although the AnLab votes began in Hareh 1938, only place scores

were given until January 1941 when point scores first appeared. So Oy own
caleulations comrience with the latter date which, unfeortunately, onits nany
najor stories and authorse Nevertheless, it still gave ne 430 issuece to
coriputate, and sone 2,000 or so stories.. the results are both intriguing
and surprising. There is a variety of scores I've calculated, too nany fer



this one essay, so this tine X*1X present the top 30 -writorse Hext issue
1111 1iest the stories and novels that weeeivad the highest scorese.

The following lusts the top authors in order of AnLab vote, wiith both
ghe averapge AnLab score and the nunber of steries voted, The figure in
brackets after the placings are. those positions iu dre Balpbridge's ahart in
the January 1980 ASF

1 (1) TRobert Heinlein 14984 17

(1) E. Bean Pipcr 2406 16
3 (15) Stanley Schnidt 24582 10
L (9) Poul Anderson 2.589 58
5 (&} Jerry Pournelle 24633 11
6 (12) Clifford D Sinak 2.6k2 25
7 (13) Isaac Asinov 2.643 3k
8 (24) Valter M, Miller, Jre 2466 10
9  (23) Randall Garrett 24661 49
40 (20) Jones H, Schritz 2,697 36
11 (1) Jock WHllionson 276 12
’T‘E (5) el VanVOgt 3 2.785 ‘l-O
13 (17) Raymond ¥, Jounes 2.785 28
1 (7/28) Henry Kuttner & C,L. Moure 2.803 L6
15 (=) Stephen Robinett 2.817 10
46 (40) Hal Clenent 24062 18
17 (8) Frank Herbert 2.08 17
148 (24 John T, Phillifent 2.393 10
19 (22) Bric Frank Russcll 24908 44
20 (6) Hrry Harrison 2,909 15
24 (25} Mack Reynolds . 2.925 S8
22 (26) Murray Leinster 2e93k 37
2% (29) Fritz Leiber 2.981 10
2 (35} Robert Silverberg 300 15
25 (%1) Everctt Be Cole 34008 14
26 (19) Gurdon Re Dickson 34041 28
27  (32) Thecdoro Sturgeon % 4064 20
28 (28) Christopher ..nvil 3,081 72
29 (") HowarsT La I"iy"f-’rs r 3.190 15
30 (=) Jchn Brunaner 3.1 11

In all, 47 writers qualified within this systen, but as all scores
belcw 3.00 are bolow average, 1111 save the ofher writers the disconfort of
secing the finnl placings,

One point worth nmaking concerns collaborationse Itve only counted
authors¥s scores for solo cfforts and have troated collaborations separatelys
Trnt meant #hat a writing tean hald to produce ten voted stories together to
gualifys Only two such teans Adid, %alt & Leigh Richnmond, who are futther
Jown the Iist, and the incorparable Henry Luttner & C.L.Moore. Wwith the
Kuttrners, it's usually rockoned that they collaborated on most storiles after
their narrioge, no natter what by-line appeared, so I've lunped all stordies
together. However, it ig possible to identify those stordies predoninantly
by Kuttner, and those by Moore, Jeaving a balance as collabcrations. In all
instances, the scores cover 10 or nora stories, neaning that all three coutb-
inations could be entered separately 4in the list, With 10 voted stories,
C.L.Moore scores 24361 which would place her second and which I feel is 2
just recognition of her undeniable talent, This would notch the other
placings all down one until position 14 where the Kuttner/Mocre duo eouc oud
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leaving Robinet® at 15, Henry Kutiner alone ncv figures in 17th place with
2,865, pushing Frank Herbert and the rest Cown cne further place until the
Kuttner/Mocre partnership corie in at the mew 20th place with 3,001, leaving
Sturgeon and anvil with 29 and 30

Finally, I think greater recognition should be given to those
authors who have sustained a high quality throughout a quantity of
fiction, especially those with 30 or nore stories with an average
of less than 3,00, Heading that list is Poul hinderson, the
nost prolific wordsiith in ASF. (Anvil wrote rore

stories, but .inderson's are longer), anl I feel e
he should be accorded all due honours e nihﬂg-
along with Robert Heinlein, whose ﬁf g

achievenient cannot be belittled
-+~ the only writer to

average Tst place

throughoute

Mike fshley
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ess .VQIOCity by ploughing‘
through the walls of the
Spanish Roori in Yong Lee's
downtewn Kosher Hanmburpery..finally coning to rest on Connie's frant drivee
Glowing with the effort and relief, he released his breath in the nost
stupendous wolf-whistle ever hearc.

Hours later, a seismograph in Kowloon recoxded that titanic secreech, but
Stu, reeling fron the shock of the ineredible blast, saw only a lustful ecrab
heading for Conniet's front deors Disregarding all biological considerations
he seized the first thing to hande. Rushing over, he shovelle@ up the hate-
ful thing and drowned it in a bucket of CONNIE'S CONCENTRATCD KETTLE CLEANERs
The shockwave of Big CC's death finished off Little CC, but ere he slunped
into a heap of calcium hydroxide, he planted all the basic drives of the
crab creatures into Connies mindeeess

" TOCAL HERO DECALCIFIES ALIEN'S EXOSKELETON'" was the headline in the
local paper. Reading it, Connie narvelled that HER hero was the man she had
despised for so longe Strange feclings stirred within her. Clasping Stu to
her anple boson, she felt a strange need to lovee.. to 88%, «veo to fgrov.

ith a tender, leving sigh, she sank her teeth into Stu's neck and began
to facde

........-....-...¢a....Eric Needhan.

INTERESTED IN TRADING ? T want pre-1935 Asf, Flying magazines, G-8 ete
fron that era, or nodern nagazines on nodel aircraft, astronautics, tull
size aircraft, the cinena and popular sciences Let ne. know what you have,
and I'T1 nail you ny list for you to see what I can offer, If our lists
are cortpatible, we can do a2 deale.l oifer double rates on 1935 naterial,
Contact the oditorre..Terry Jeevecs
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FABULOUS FANZINES

ENEERANARCAREEAACACERRARAR
Being a few comments on Sore
of the excellent fanzines to
have cohie my waYe A&s detailed
in Mre704.there will be no
'hatchet jobs' here, fandon

is feor fun, 5o why spoil it ?

THRUST 1is as near a prozine
""""" in quality, naterial,
artwork, slick paper, elc.as
you will get in a day's hike.
Current (No.14) issue has a
piece by Malzberg, a column
from Ted Uhite, a Ballard interview, plus poodies from Michael Bishop,
Charles Sheffield and otherss..Reviews,letters, cartoons...sub rate is #9
in the USA, $11.00 elsewhere...fron Doubleday & Cos Depte ZA 631, Garden
City, Mew York, 11535s....0r your local (stateside bookstore)

MAD SCIENTIST!S DIGEST «7  Is an honest-to-Ghu, 62 page, nimeod fanzine
"""""""""""""""""""""" with a nicely coloured cover and very good
artuorke Articles by Lric Hayer, the editor Brian Earl Brown, Cy Chaukin
plus a heck of a lot of letters. If you're a gregarious type, like to
correspond with people and know what others are doing and thinking..&11 in
a cosy, friendly manner...tne this is for yous..from Drian, 16711 Burt Rd.,
Noe 207, Detroite Mi %8219, For pood frades, locs or contribse..and as a

last resort, send hin F1.25
SF COMMENTARY 16 pages, offset and jarmed with reviews, articles, letters

Sz====RSSESEs a0 onmentes.nininal artwork,. Strong point is the review
coverage and depths. g10.A for ten issues, fron Bruce Gillespie, GPO Box
5195A4, Melbourne, Victoria 3007. Australia. If you lean to the nore

serious type of fanzine, then this is down your alleye.

AN _DHEL  from Jan Fimder continues to amaze ne with its gqualitysaswhen
Jan spends so nuch time globe-tratting, con organising and other
activities. Noa20 has 16 offset pages. i/ithin you will find BoSh's !'Time
Pravel Talk'!,..nicely iloed by 'jann's Jphn Alderson writes on Sexual
Chauvinisn in Middle Earth, SF writing by M.2. Bpadley, and other goodies,
capsule reviews and news. 0 well produced, niddle-of-the-fannish-road
gines No rates, but no doubt the usual,..or 2 dollar or so for openers will
get you startedasse«P.0. Box 428, Latham, N.Y.12110 TUSA,

NOU!_{QEQ_N_351{5§ A double issue for the 4th Annish. 28 photolith pp full of
S =  excellent book reviews, films (ST~-TMP, & ALIEN), Letters,
Text off @ talk on H.G.Wells, news itens, ads, and sone excellent art. 10
for £7.50 from UK Agent, K Valker/2 Daisy Bank, Quernmore Rd. Lancaster,
lLancee. Tt comes from Brian Thurogood in New Zealand. Not gquite as sericus
as SF Commentaxry..but egually goode How come nost of the best zines cone
from so far away 27 THOUGHET FOR TODAY..If you get a fanzine you don't
witrih to kecopes.pass 1t along to soneone else who may enjoy it toos




Kit Review 9

STARGRUISER 1

Hothing is worse
than to open a kit
S < ; box to find a load

P ' y 1 A —— of loose and very
Q 4 ’ - sniall parts swilling
around insidee..with
sorie having already
escaped through the
battered corners of

a senes 7 kit by AIRFIX [id. the carton,

Ho such problens
arisc here. Not
only are all the bits firmly fixed to the moulding stens, but these in furn
are safely scaled within a strong plastie bag-which is further. protected by
a box bearing a well-angled view of the made~up nodel to aid in colouring.

t[ith a normal kit such as an aircraft, one usually knows where
each part fits, but when making up such a speculative nodel as Starcruiser,
a lot depends on the instructions. o bother on that score. The Airfix
ones are nodels of clarity (with an interesting ad<ition in the forn of a
picture story of a space incident featuring the Starcruiser). Clear line
diagrens in sequence, with each part clearly nunbered on the roulding stalk
nake tha steps sinple. /Another good point on ny kit was the couplete
absence of rould 'flash!'! or warps. Parts fitted together with that snug
fit and absence of 'play! which is the hall.mark of a top quality nodele.
One gualification though..the roof of the riobile capsule.needs careful
siting to ensure nating with-its suspension lugs. Only a gentle scraping
of the joining lugs is necded to ensure a really sound job.

T painted rny model in step with the assenbly...and this is where
vou can really indulge your fancye. The model is virtually a Chris Foss
spacecraft brought to life, so give your imagination full rein and be as
colourful as you like, %hen detailing the cabin (and indeed, all sections)
I found it useful to nake a 'dry' assenbly first, to decide which parts
would be visiblee...and so saved tine on painting the crews bhoots, hands etc.,
which are out of sight once the roof is in place on the cormand nodule.,
However, you can leave this part detachable and put in all the detail you
want to have on show.

Then you conic to assenble the nobile ped, it is best to fit the
sides. and base together and leave off the roof for a while. This way, you
can do all the paint work before adcing the windows..these can be added when
the paint is dry. @ ilso fit in the sliding door and finally position the
nodule roof. The only exception to this 'windows' last sequence, is in
the: nain unit...where the.forward window rust be fitted as you join the
fuseclage halvess A ppint here.about the transparencies...they are all of
very clear plastic and deserve careful nounting (I used liquid cenent) and
because of this, all intereior detail is easily seen..So0 don't skinp it!

And now for the only criticisn of the kit,..shen you cone to
applying the decals....DON'T, They are not waterslide transfer, but the
peel-off=tho~hacking-and~stick variety. %s a result, they have a complete

snrround of white paper which totally mars the finished kit. Throw then
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away and pirate your hoard of surplus aircraft waterslides..or if you are 2
nore edvanced nodeller, use the dope and luggage label technigue to nake up
personalised insignia of Your very owns.the resnlting inprovenent will be
soll worth the effort.

is con be seen fron the heading illustration, the nodel nakes
up into a striking, h_part spacceraft, with sach couponent easily renovable
at any tine, for display, photo or other purposes. The front unit is the
Comnand Module... a two-scater spacecraft in its own rights The central
core is the Main Unit, bearing beneath it, the Comnand-Base-Mobile Pod which
is linked by two lugs, has a sliding door, and sinulated novenent tracks on
the underside. Finally, the single-seater Interceptor Unit mounts on the

roas The total ad?s up to plenty of nodelling pleasures, sirfix are

well known for the quality of their products, and this one like others in
their space series is a worthwhile adckion to any nodel spacefleet.

-}?:?k}trrrh?31¥r>IY?YFKIﬁJ)!lTWrxxﬁt?!(lﬁyxlJIV?E:?W)T))?Xxxxfﬂerry Jeeves

ANBIVERSARY ISSUE..still a few copies left... send 50p in stanps.

TRG's 21st. AUNIVERSARY BADGES,..send 25p in stanps for yours.

WANTED by the editor.. Back issucs of isetounding,..particularly pre 1935, but
also interested in pre 1950 to replace tatty copies in ny collection.
FLYING MAGAZIVES, MODEL MiGALINES, alnost any old pulps, spoace travel,
otc. I'm only interested in trading..but for older stuff, I'11 offer
twice their catalouge value (Fantast Medway or other) in books. Drop
re- a line saying what you have to offer. ToeJs
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REVIEWS
WIXSU¥)  continued from page 24
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; Wlhen Earth develops power-seeking telepaths colled the
giiidgs?g;es Overnen, @ plan is devised to ship then off to the starse.

' Seattered colonies are established until after generations
on the new world, the psi powers have uade great advances. Onc small
cormunity can levitate and would ecven have developed their telepathy were it
not £ar the control of the Overnen. Then one 1flier' survives in a high
filight and this nakes a powerful young telepath fron over the nountains to
becoric aware of the situation. With the aid of a strange ally, he cotles
tc sev what is happeninge. I found this one rather disjointed in plot, but
otherwise an interesting variation on the psi power thenc.

0 L E ]

$§E=MEQBQ=B§YQ§EQEQE One of the most easily readable, clearly explained
Peter Raurie and comprehensive books I have come acCross, It covers
Futura £7.50 the binary system, information theory, computer

languages and microcitipss.along the way it includes
diegital recordings, a touch of electronics, TV games, thinking machines
industrial robots plus some future possibilities. Much of the material
would provide an SF plot in its own right. Sone diagrams (I'd have liked
more) and very useful explanatory footnctes. This $s one of the rare books
which explains all the unusual tcrms as hey crop ups If you have any
interest in cemputers and their offshoots..then rush out right away and get
this title. ***and T'm not saying that to please Futura,as I bought this
one myself, it wasn't a ‘'frechiel, Well done Mr, Laurie.
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Only the Crab Creatures of Canopus III had INMPERILICE,
the ability to travel faster the more they ate. Horeovexr, IMPERIENCE gave
the: crabs an intellipence which increased with nass. BSo, &8s faster moving
crabs preyed on slower, less intelligent crabs; ethical standazds declined,
Canibalisn becane ranpant until the Planetary Council, horrified at the
decrease in numnbers decided to build a uuge food factory to ensure racial
survival.

The Athabasea Glacier in the Canadian Rocky Mountains ceaselossly
grinds down mountain tops into gravel and rock flour whose calciun
content is dissolved out by the melting snows of Spring. This dilute
limewash flows via the mighty Bow Rlver into Lake Chuckaroquin, where it
Pores the municipal water supply of Mismatch and coats the inside of
elactric kettles with linestone deposits. Our hero Stu, sighed decply
as he gezed into his clogged-up kettle and thought of the cruel tongue
of the woman who had spurncd his love. "Get a jobl™ snecered Connile, the
only available girl Teft in Hisnatch, as she flounced out of his life.
Scraping at the obstinate scale in the kettle, he pondered over his twin
problens, and in a flash of insight, saw the solution te both.

The Canocpus Food factory, onc hundred-niles-gsquare, was too small and too
Inte. In its construction, hundreds of gquarter~nile-long crabs, noving at
450 mph, perishcd niscrably in wholesale collisions. Dy completion of the
factory, only two crabs remaineds.eyeing cach other in nutual distrust and
suspicion. !ell-natched in size, specd and intelligence, each sought to
pain control of the factory. The crab with the lowest ethical standards ond
dirticst underhanded tricks, won....ond began to feed and grow kugely. The
loser fled to the only method of escape, an archaic interstellar cruiser
which had remained fully stocked and fuelled in casc scneone discovered 2
new galaxy. DBy ripping out thc central bandstand and minstrel's gallery the
loser craxmed his vast bulk into the ship and fled to its starkly bizarre
destiny.
Baek in Mismatch, Stu_thought over the requirenments of ridding

his kettle of line scale, earning a living, and winning Connier's heart.

He would perfoct a ketile de-~linmer and call it ICONNIE'S KET 5% CLEANER!

That should soften her haupghty heart. Stu sct to WorKesee
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On Canopus III, Big CC was having difficulty in obtaining sufficient raw
materiais to maintain his food supply, since it followed & cube-law charact-
eristice. In irritation, he scratched the plamet's crust fron bencath the
great factory and pushed it towards a nountain range through which he
tunneled at great speed until at the other side he rocketed inte the sky and

becane alrVOTNCs r:i41, CC though, was in a fixe. IMPERIENCE denands that

you eat and move, and in the cruiser, neither was possible, so the strange
cycle of IMPERIENCE continued. Little CC began o shrink; the cnergy so
dissipated was radiated outwards in mental probes as he sought an intelligent
1ife form to which he could bequeath his ancestral nencries. On the third
planet of a distont sun, his nental probe found & totally vacant nind.
Swathed in priceless -engine roon tapestries against the interstellar cold,
Little CC sct course for Connie and his.increcdible doons

Skirnming low in orbit round Canopus IIL, Big CC planed off a few mount-
ain tops until his incredible nass resulted in an incredible ninde He didn't
need a food factprye..he could convert natter into radiation and so becoric
directly energy nourished. Three bites disposed of the food factory and in
glee, he plancd his planet into a perfect sphere. Tventually, when Big CC
and his planet formed a binary systen, Big CC unlocked the key to mental
conversion of natter to propulsive energy and the way was open to reach
Little CC. LOcating the trail of subatomic particles: left by the cruiser,
Big CC calculated his density, finished off the core of the planet, then
took a deep breath and converted slightly less than half his mass into
forward notion. Slightly below the speed of light he headed after Little CC,
totally unaware of the ininaginable danger awaiting hinm and utterly careless
of the fact that the air in his breathing cavities was already under enorti-
ocus pressure by the reduction of his bulk. Sensing Little CC's nental probe,
he too, began to hone in on Connie,

Stan was elated as he gazed at the glittering kettle as he drew
it fron his solvent tank. Ncw o connantrate the stuff and get it on
tha narket. ""CONNIBE'S CONCENTRATLD KOTTLE CLEANER, he chanted, hearing
wedding bells in the offing. \\w \?' ‘,r) /fé‘/ ,

3 \ H 3

The now tiny, shrivelled, utterly feeble N APl SN ) (///
ninded Little CC located Connie by & great pool h s
of oxtgen hydride, and set his ship down on
the botton of the lake. Leaving the craft, he
walked across the lake bed, slowly and s 7z
sluggishly, not knowinpg that the hellish Spring ..sae« 77 ¢ ¥ T
floodwaters of the Athabasea,Glacier were softening ™% - & 4% 5L 2% TulTvw
his calciun shell. Partly liquefied, Little CC crawled asbore and slowly
set solid in the norning breeze.

Connie, Walking by Lake Chuckaroguin, found the fossil crab and took
it ¥ome to place on her mantelpiece between her Lucky Cornish Piskey and a
souvenir sporran fren Scotland, Little CC, not being dead, but enablec to
nove, eat or grow, achieved his pre-death exfuriation, the last stage of
IMPERIENCE, Little CC radiated his last, Highest Possible ethical standard,
purest LOVE for all, and a strange peace descended on the township of
Misnatch ,

Bip CC felt that last surge of exfuriation as he approached Earth. and
converted half his reémaining nmass into decellerating force; an action which
reduced his size to nronal, left hin feeble-minded, and crusbad the air in
his breathing cavities inte alnost solid natter. His entry into the
atncsphere shattered every pane of glass in Tokyoe and Yokohsna., He streaked
adross the Pacific Ocenn towards Mismatch and raduced his final velocity by

€\Continued on Page 7 )
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Greetings ERGbods, varied nailbag
this tire, so let's kick off with
a word frotl.e.
KAJ HARJU ZRBox 71
S=134 00 Gustavsberg, SWEDEN

"I smiled when I read lir.

Weddington comnents about nestalgiae
ilany s-f readers today read old
space operas instead of the new that
appears. Also, I don't like
articles about the ion-drive efc.
Yhen I read a fnz by a sf-fan, I
would prefer that it's including
rore about sf and fandon or editor=
own written things than lMre Griffiths.
here is the fantasy that sf fans
should have ? Sonie weeks ago, Mre
Andruschak send a couple of hundred
copies of a space magatine to a
Swedish APA«..its contents were the

. sane as his articlese..boring,
really boring. {(Egad, a sf fan who (a) wents fantasye..and (b) thinks that
the exploration of space is boring. This was THE drean of SF for 50 years,
and mow it is relegated to the ash can...shanelM« I like yomr fzn, nost
of the fillos are good (I like your style), could you send ne sone, or nust
I steal then...(( Feel free to re-use any of wy illos fron IRG))

1.
glgwcgoiugggo "The Fourth National SF Convention in Poland will teke place
06_é50 arsal in Cracow on Scpteriber 16-21, 1980...fans from ather countrics
POLALD 4 Wwill be taking part., This year's Guests Of Honour are iw
Drit*inas.John Brunner & Bob Shaw. France..Claude Avice and
Pierre Barbet, plus a proup of writers from the Soviet Union, Last Gernmany,
Bulgaria and Runania, For further information, contact me at the address on
the lofte..the entrance fee is toc conplicated to cxplain herea

R.J JAULDER
19800308
Yanco .griculimral

Shape on people who cannot be bothered to respond to
fanzines sent to then ((No panice.they won't get any
iy nore copies)). Intrigueing to hear how easy some of

A, T 1 S those medel rocket kits can be to make, .s far as 1
Tanco, ?SU 2703 know, it is legal to fly them in this country.
AUSTRALIA Your nini-reviews were as enjoyable as usual, but I'm
curigus about the way in which you revioew old books (again, sotie John Wyndhan
turned up) in the sanc way as new dooks. Is this a deliberate policy, and
if so. why? (((Sinple..such books will still be new to a lot of readers who
have only just come to the sf field...and at times, such books may be new to
ne personallys..thus in this issue is a review f WE, by a Russian writer.
Oripinally appearing in the 30's...inportant, since it pre-~dated Huxley and
Orwell...but a tale new to ne personally. You can't disriss such a book by
simply saying..."an oldie fron the 30's, can you ? )] I noticed your
1ittle evaluative comments at the end of each review. In these you seen to
have arrived at a nice balance between expressing the Reviewer's personality
and providing 2 basis on which the potential reader can nake a judgenent,
((That suns up ny nethod...I do NOT ain for high quality, literary hatehet
jebse..but only to give readers an iden of what is availeble..plus a clue as
to ny own hastes onthe bookes..glad I'n achieving that.))
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ALAN BUGLNS Congratulations on reaching ERG's najority. A negnificent
19 The Crescent back and front cover which opens to reveal the ERG style
Wallsend on Tyne we know, hiding coyly insides One thing I never hear
disoussed is that the nearness to a nachine=~ or vice
versa-- of a human depends on the hurien brain end its nature. Bill Bloggs,
who spends his life taking orders, living only for the week=end when his
pay-packedt will be turned into beer to brighten up his dull little world.
He autonatically places a bet on Saturday, autonatically fills in his pools
and his nind is a paradise of intellectual vacuity. He votes Socialist
without thinking, he goes with the Uniones.whether it's pgood or bad, he
neither knows nor cares. He is a machine, sinply because a nachine could be
built to do what he does., aAny hupan function that can be duplicated nechan=-
ically neans that person has an elenent of rachine in hin or her. If all the
functions can be equated nechanically, then ipso facto, that person is a
machine, The one difference between hunan and nachine is the elenent of
randonnesss ((Hell nachines can be given randoneprogrerwilnges.give fon
rnultiple-choice prograrming, selection via a table of randon nunbers. In
the casc of humans..riuch of our 'free-choice! is in practice linited to a
few viable possibilities...fcel, we pick fron a personal short list. Radio,
TV, bocks etce..2zain, we each have a preference list, T reckon we're nuch
nearcr to being nachines than nost people would care to admit))
%giaoing;Bngz‘ Congratulations on being 218 4 nice issue with covers
& which are a joYe«the red illos nake for a nice touch, toas
Thanks also for the nice review of 'The Luck Machino'e Conrtent on 'Can
Machines Think?' If a rachine can be nade which enulates the human bhrain,
then it will be able to think. It seems that it's just a case of adding
more and nore capabilities - and fron the actions of sorie hunans it shouldn't
be hard to nake a brain, better than nature and environnent together with our
tTiberal? attitude attitudc tyward such things as the three R's can often
achieve, ({(T¥ tend to agree with both
you and Alan Burns...and apparently so
does Allen Boyd~Newtonesssd)
ATLEN BOYDYNEWTON &2 Church Lane
Bicknoller, Sonerset.
It seens that
people can be re~programried, €.ge
the cannon~fodder type soldier
who can't be allowed to think
for hinself, nerely to react
to orders in pre~progranmed
wayse (e can turn a hunan
into a seni~intelligent
nachine, but not the
reverse. GCertainly, if we
pre-programed a conputer
to do randorily things it
isntt basically progranted
to do, and then progran it
to invent logical reasons
for its actions,.well that
would bae difficult to
arave as non-hunan
behaviour, which is not
the sane thing as
intelliigencees -
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SLLEN BOYD-NEWTTON..Contde #Zines colunna.l agree with your ains, a real
hatchet job never helpel anyone. If you'tre going to take all the tine and
trouble to produce a zine, however bad, well you have to fesl it has sone
saving grace or you just wouldn't bother, Either you totally igptee the
nerative reviews and carry on, or you take it to heart and give upe Mest
people's first efforts were pretty bad. Hopefully, we ignore the negative
reviows and inproves I like to thinlt I haveses On rocketss.after the
prinitive experinents of ny youth, I found out for uyself that rockets and
space probes are a darn pirht pore conplicated thon nost peopla think. I
never got anything up further than 150 fect. BStability and steady burddns
of the propellant were the bi;; problens,s Sodiuud Chlorats mnd wead killer
plus sugar worked guite well, Corrugated cardbosrd soakoel in a solution of
the above certainly pave quite bit of thrust, though I ameen to ranenber
the proportions were quite critical, ((¥ow who is poing to be the first to
soak a copy of ERG in the stuff and put it into orbit 2?)

TRIC BENTCLIFFE
17 Riversicde Cres.
Holnes Chapel, Ches.Cuir 7IR S S
1 very irpressive cover, e 1\“
and the Andruschak bacover ‘_ﬁ,‘i‘ m "]:mfj
equally sosss.evokes the old R
Sense of Wonder. I for one,
never really expected to see
guch detailed photos of iHars
when I started reading SFe
The reality is even better
than the fictional inages. The sane ¢tan be said of Harry's and Dave Griffiths!
pieces on current space technology. I'n sorry sone of our nentel inages
gained from reading pulp st didn't prove to be true onss...the world could
do with a few hairy BEMs. ({(Maybe if we tarred and furred Brian Burgess? )))

BERNARD M. Sarp I'n harcly geing to menticn the cover, as anything I

%1 M?°§fleld Grove . .14 say would be banal by conparisonas.and on the

i i subject of stunning views, that back photo cover is
Bolton exactly that, Let's all hope that by the time that
the next snniversary DRG cones round, we will at lcast have the plans to get
Man out that far. (({Can we start with Trade Unionust Mick YcGaheyessor how—
ever he spells it 2))) Tabulous Fanzines..I've always read these pieces in
©"RG and elsewhere, with interest, but nowhere..Peter Roberta' Guide, or

Rob Jackson's is there ony info on getting noney out to all these foreighn
fans.s..it could be the subject of a fanzine column.. ((Right, here pgoes...

PAYING FOR FANZINES, BOOKS ETC...The first and obvious way is to write and
arranpge a trading deal..British stuff for whatever..but if you really want
to send cashae.s. INTERNATIONAL REPLY COUPQNS...buy these at the GPO, and
they are redeenable in other countries at the rate for whatever the basic
sea nail rate is out of that country...thus if you pay 2¢p here, in the US
the coupon will be worth their basic sea nail rate. This is OK for small .
ariounts, .pricey for others. For larger anountses.the GPO will gupply you
with an International MHoney Order redecenable in nogt countries. Oh the
other hand, for a fes, your bank will do the jobaess.another easy way is to
#o0 to the nearest travel agent and purchase curxrency to the value you want,
then reil it off (This nay be illegals.check if you're uneasy),.I sell ERG
subs for dollars, and use those for overseds purchascs in the USi. If you
can't use the trade br sub. routessittd supgest the niost cogpvenient method
im ourrenoy fron & travel agertssibut as I said..check if you're uneasys»TJI))



UNIVERSE_© - . . , >

==£===;E=s Those faniliar with Terry Carr's 'Universe' seriles will need
Bd. Terry Carr no introduction.. For newconers, here are nine speculations
Dobson £5.25 opening with a nurder mnystery by ‘Bob Shaw and ending with

Varley on the problems in sex-~changings In between, you get
inverted nale/femalc role societies, a tine capsule and a nessage from the
past, a dose of space nestalgia and a road via the 4th Dinension. Space
buffs get a pgane of intorstellar conkers, and there is Turkey Lurkey and
pollution plus a tale of seducing innocents into writing. No hard-core, but
a better-than-average selection of way-out what-ifs. all inprobeble and 2ll
intrigueing. The best 'Universe' jet.

THE_FACE Kirth Gersen sets out on the trail of Lens Largue, <dller and
E;;;”G;" o fourth of the five Denon Princes who killed his parents. The
N trail leads from world to world, among many of the allen
Dobson £5425 ,yltures for which Vance is famous. These are engagingly
gifferent, as even villains have a charri of their own. Musicians play such
intriguing instrunents as tchinklepins!, others keep appointnents at half-
norninge. Against this background, Gersen flnu=hes his prey by cornering
shares in the worthless Kotzash Syndicate whick Largne is using for some
strompe purposde..which supplies a nioo twist ending ns Gersen triuuphs,
Vance's aliens form nn acguircd taste...one which is well worth cultivatinge

e Y ' mach Mollhein antholory seems better than the last.
2. Donald A Wollhein  Here are ten tales with an author line-up like a
Dobson £5.95 *iJho 's “ho! of 8F. Varley tells of castaways who

wanage to survive on Mars; Haldenan, a plece on
1looped tine; Bishop tells a story of erpathy and understanding whilst Bryant
has novas proliferating to end the hunan race. Drunner describes a perfect,
addictive food cooked by an ifmmortal and Ellison puts his eternal five-ycar
old in a 1940 dreamworlds There is an alien attack which utilises our own
nest control methods; elsewhere, we neet the winged people of Titan, then a
tine traveller puiding the past along the path of cheap energy. To wind up,
a pastoral Simalk has an alter—ego voyaging; to the stars. Although I had
road many of these in nagazine forrm, I found then enjeyable reading on their
second tine round, A further plus fron ny point of view is the absence of
the current 1to~hell=with-the-plot-just-string-words syndrorne. These are
stories not strean of conscious waffling. .
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BEYOND THE_QUTER MIRR

SosSotosmostbzzco===z=== Dissension in the Galaxy and at the saue tine, a lone
Julien Jay Savarin space traveller in suspended animation is discovered.
Hale #4.95 A Ruler's son, from Atlantis and launched to avoeid a

holocausta...his nane is Yesul Chri'stl. It turns out
he is one of an experinentil branch of the Galactics, set up by G.C.D,. {The
Galactic Orgenisation and Doninions). Then follows back travel in tine to
alter and guide Terran history..complete with Christ, the Bsthlehenm Star and
discipless Ve then return to the main plot for a fight between gocd and evil.,
Finally, we sec the culmination of events on Terra'Conplicated, but o.ce yeu

get things sorted out it becones an enthralling nix of space-opera, allegary,
and high=quality SF with tremefidous depth and scope. If this one desnt't
cop a bevy of Awards...there just ain®t no justice,

s8b SIRANGE B2 The I.PJP. Icarus is hit by a meteorite and the survivors
Julia Riding take refuge on an unlisted planet, Ve follow their effdrts
Hale £5.25 to survive under alien conditions, with the added -tensions

of opposing factions within the group. Captain Jones seens
particnlarly inept (and uninforumed about hig erew and craft) and tne story,
while pleasant reading, is rather fisccid and lacking in confllct, surprise
or final resdlutione. On the othex hand, since it avoids today's mandatory
sex and swearing, it would make an excellent gift for any youngster if you
can afford the prices

22&:5&5%2:222& Nine tales frow the early forties when the young Pohl was
frederik Pohl learning his craft (and editing 1ASTONISHING!) As befitted
Dobson £5.25 the era, the accent is on action, with ray-gun wielding

heroes fighting villainy, a2liens and cppression. They flit
in spaceships, explore the Solar Systen {including a steany,swanpy Venus) and
always get their girl. The real strength of this volume lies in Pohl's
linking, autobiographical details and anecdotes wherein he manages to give a
capsule history of (his) fandom, how each story caune to be written and where
it fits into his sequence. No brief notes these, but almost as prolific as
the stories. Definitely a book for the nostalgia-ridden

I A
§§§§g§9§£§=2§§g2 Knowing that many ERG readers are interested in electronics
R.,A, Penfold I specially asked for this copys 19 make=iteyourself games
Babani £1.75 such 8Ses lfeads/Tailg, Hlectronic Dicd,Roulette, Random

1 Nupbers, Noughts & Crosses, Speed Reflex Tests, etc,
Starting witk 7 sinmple games then 12 more advanced. The sinple ones include
conplete Veroboard wiring (far better than messing with caustic solutions to
nake up PC Boards). Being a 'from~the-cirecult' man nyselfy, I particularly
appreciated the complete diagramns accompanying each project, together with
details of how the circuit works plus some possible uses, If you can solder
and read a wiring diagran this slim volume is ideal, &+ with other Babanl
books, there are no frills; you get what you pay for..down to earth details
and information enabling you to make up the gadgetry with a mninicun of fuss.
I would recomnend using sockets for the ICs where needed,.they only cost
around 16pe..and prevent damaging during solderingee.or by a chance finger
contact from static electricity. Power sources are 9v batteries, so no
danger of shockse If you would like a full list of Babani titlese..send a
SAE to:- BERUARD BABANI (Publishing) Ltd. The Grampians, Shepherds Bush Rie,
1ONDON W6 7NF {(Qverseas readers send Reply Coupons)...and don't forget to
mention ERG when writinge Why not make your next Convention brighter by
having a few such ganes tucked away in a croner ?7?
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85 SLTPUINL ABATSRIO02ESE  When Dr. Kevin Sandoval creates a nind-reading
Jules N. Dagnol device, he culy plans to use it once..to smash
Halce HeI5 a drug syndicate. -Events esecalate and he is foreed

to nore and riore uses: of his dnvention, together with
sundry improvenents, all 'for the good of the cotnunity's. Sandoval alsc
experinents on his newly-~born grandson with unexpected results.

Despite some rather wooden characters, this is a taut yarn, with events
and inventions piled on one another in the style of the traditional, golden=
age, epicss Onee you start it, you'Il find it hard to put downs.and, who
knows, there night even be 2 hint of a sequel in the final lines.

WELY_THE_DBARTH_TREMBLED

__________ 2222222222 Yhen a glant meteor strikes Tarth and changes its
Walter Walkhan orbit, ‘the resulting tidal waves destray riost of the
Hale £4.95 world's maritine areas and oil-man Bill Walker is left

stranded in Iran. His efforts to save his company and
conpanions lead to a diversionary plan to air Iran take over the Gulf, while
2 x4 [ i o i
talkerts small band further their own escape bida Borderline SF, with the

neteor suprlying the reason for the breakdown in nornal living., Once that
is established, the story could be that:of alrost any expatriate group
trying to escape a hostile lande. 4 - temse adventure drama, with tie Iranis
tending to come out as nicer people than the oil people..which in view of
the current world events nakes things just a bit too friendly,.

1. e g
COMBOY_HEAVEN The title is the name of a (Film) Cowboy Museun which
Ron Goulart ageing star Jake Troop is due to open. When he is hit by
Hale £5.23 a malfnnction in his replacement heart, his place is taken
Wy = look-alike android, and agent-cunetrouble shooter,
Andy Stoker gets the job of riding herd on the
robot which has all of Jake's ornerines, plus a

bitlexstra af 15 okNe If you think Hollywood
o has whacky characters, wait until you tangle
= f i\ “with Goulart's versions.a cowboy who always
“//H '/,. dives in through the window, & character

i '\l Y§27 . who flakes out in bars thanks to the
bt \\ ’/,'f overload of his brain stimulator,

@ i'\ / the trance-stinmulated seript
w‘?&ﬁ? // : writer..and oany otherses.all

e 1?’3‘ larger than life,..but with a
) 7\

4?f, : hint ofe«''Could this beges?"
S0 YWayne for Troope

/2;/,3 about thene,such as John

3 ATy P <€§Eﬁ:,. Goulart has written
I - PO N i e < == some hilarious short
u-$§ T AL R AR 21e z stories (T love his
== Z tInto The Shop!) and
= here on a larger
Tt canvas he is really able
—

to spread his literary wingsae
Mot for the sober-sided or the
admirer of the arcanes,.this is for
those who love ..and can also laugh® at,
+heir science fictioune
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I AN
2£§=59922é£ When ®2Lth Century explorers encounter the sentient space

D.R.,Bailey & craft, 'Tin VWoocdman' an expert telepath Div Harlthor is
D.F. Bischoff sent to investipate. IHis actions tip the captain of the
Sidpwick & Jackson discovering craflt Phoenix into paranocia so that as Div

35495 achieves com.unication with the alien ship, the deranged

Danser begins a campaipn to follow and destroy Tin
Woodman and thus gain vengeance against all tclepaths..particularly the girl
who aided Harlther and a young ensign who befriended Div, The whole mnokes
a tout, compelling yarn which {w loms concerned with the Woodman than with
the emotions and motives of these on the Phoenixe Omnece started, you'll have
a jeb putting it down before the end.

| e Farth hos begun colonising the Phoebus system via one of

Poul Anderson the multi-linked stargates left by the tothers' Then the
Sidgwick & Jackson ‘tmissary'® is sent to explore other exits., It retumns
26495 after 8 years of travel, to a period only months after

its departure thanks to 2 time-shifting frcet of the
stargates The crew is interned and neld incommunicado by a no-cxpansion
Government faction, However, Dan Broderson, a wonanising, watered-down Van
Rijn character steps in t¢ put the matter right and a nectic chase to the
staprs ensues. Inside a cover reminiscent of a Curtiss Warren pb (which
opens to @ striking full spread) you get m hefty 379 pages of stcady ongoing
story development. Hackground f1nshbaeclk charecterisation is rather overdone
as is the psychological aspect of the trip..this siows the sedond half of
the yarn...but if ever there was inlellectual space operas..thls 1t 1%

LEVIATHAN'S DEEP ***5 The Kimassu Lady is a member of the amphibious Delyene

________________ *

Tavee P * matriarchy which the Terrans are beginning to threatens
g ¥ Taken prisoner, tke lady is tortured, drugged and
Eldgrlck & Jackson I gpadually begins to understiand the enetly and how best

f?:?e,,,,._..'.....'g fo fight them,.including the one she lovesa

Too brief a precis ? ‘Yait.. this is a first

novel eof compelling powBr with all thc panache of an established writer, nany
of whom have tackled the 'aliern viewpoint! themee with results bordering on
parodye. In this rovel, the author has succecded, not only in constructing a
complete, well rounded and eredible character in Kimassu, but also a totally
alien, but plausible matriarchy which is not just a stendard reversal of

for 'man' read Woman' and vice versa, Tt'd naminate this yarm as a future
Award winner and one of the best, most original books of the year.

CORKEL 220 2 s s 800 _SEE22Z2 In ERG 70, when reviewing Pierrot Publications
excellent ALTEND LANDSCAPES, I said that 7. thought the artwork had first
appeared as cover art. HMr. Dumn, Managing Director of Pierrot has written
to put me right on this, and adds that his company spent over &£10,000 on
original art work for the vollmCeessswhich of coursc only enhances what I
=aid...that ALIEN LANDSCAPES is a rattling good book..and I hope to see
many rore along similar lines. So why wait..you can't get the pailntings
on paperback COVETrS.asSO rush cut and DUY a copys Jou'll not regret ita

THE GODS FROM CUTER SPACE

IREVOLT OF THE TITANS'
Methuen 'HMagnet! ©$1.25

A 50 page, quarto sized 'comic! book based very
loosely on the von Daniken idea that travellers
from the stars settled Atlantis. This time,
starmenr have nated with their mutant honiinids thus producing giant of fopting
The baddies, Satham and Azazel control the gients and lead the nutarnts into
debauched ways before the starment can overthrow themes Colourful, but net
outstanding artwork with a story line up-and~downing in true cliff-hanger
fashion. Comic and von Daniken buffs will go for it, but it seens a bit
strong in parts for children. This one is fourth in the seriecs.
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BADIV 2ibr2 Z7.0227=Ess Here's one for those whe want to knew more about
John Boulton thingse. Opening with a brief history of astroncny
Biandford 4,50 followed by a clear and concise description of

various telescopes, then an explanation of astro=-
nomical co=ordinates and observation takes you up to a potted gutline of
the Solar System., Galaxies and star types come next together with atellar
evolution {whick surprisingly stops ghort of pulsars and black hole s a5 the
step after the white dwarf?dead star). Finally, a set of apnendiges on
stars plus & set of constellation naps. Clearly illustrated (one nevre
diagran could have clarifieé which direction Right Ascension and Docligntion
are counted), with sone SUPERB colour photographs of nebulae, The plaine-
language text is easy to follow; the layout clear and logical. Tho whole
being ideal for its purpoScs.an appetite whetter and basic primer to help
get you started. If you want to learn nores..don't niss this onee

Newly Discovered Drawings 71 make no apologies for including this one, many

nggéggs PRESLEY .- = preaders are Llvis fans; even more seen to like
Retty Harper good artwork. llere you have around L0, utterly
Bantar £3495 superb pencil renderings of 'The King' in near

photographic detail, beautifully presented and
with only the briefest of introductory notes..and a rather 'twee! dedication
by the artist. JIgnore that quarter page, her drawings speak loudly, clearly
and beautifully:it this coffee~table sized volume. I may not be a great
Tivis fan mygelf, but I nost definitely am a fan of Betty Harper's art.e.and
even inspired by ite Definitely a must for art-loving Blvis fanse

THE_MENACE FROM BARTE .
e e e P T A Tre-igsue of Hernlei

R.AHeinlein outstanding 8 story
Corgi 95p collection from the

'Golden Age's..world's
end; time traveljstar travely aliens among
us, and even a spot of psionics., My ewn
favourite is 'Goldfish Bowl',.but 'Year OF
The Jackpot?! runs it a close second. If
you missed it first tiame out, get it neow,
This is Heinlein as a story-telleri

PERRY 'S_PLANET

e Crippled by a snecak
Jack C,. Haldeman Klingon attack, power
Bantam 85p low, and crew morale at

Iow ebb, the Enterprise
is Jimping to base when it is re-routed on
a diplomatic rission to Perry's Planet. Kirk
neets Perry himself..now 300 yecars old, his
planet is peaceful as anyone contemplating
violence is laid 2ow by & virus,..which also gets Kirk™ o
nen. At this point, the Klingons return to the attack, and the Merry lMen
cf the Enterprise can't retaliate.. but as always, in inpossible spots,
virtue always triumphs..loost illogical' as Spock night saye

WANTED_IN TRADE by the editore.. Current aircraft/astronauvtic/medel /radio

=and electronics magazines.....and pre-1940 nagazines of
similar nature (Double rates on the pre~1940 stuff if you have any to
unldoads Drop a line to. 230 Bannerdale Rde. if you're interested.
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————————————————————————————— hen nysterious signkls fron the Sun are

Fred Hoyle Cetected, conposer/pianist Richard (his last
Penguin 95 nane renains a nystery) rnianages to bocone involved with

a sclentist friend and together they exanine the solar
signals by wandering around doing motrir: -meh, Earth has sudlenly develnped

Tif ferent tine tracks..inerica regress..._, and Europe still in World Wai 1.
Richard winds up in ancient Greece, where he encounters people fron The
future., Sounds coaplicated ? ..it is. I never really founl out the cause
of the trouble, or why Hoyle's characters kept shooting off in all &irect-
10NSa

WE Written in diary form, by D.503, a nathematician and
Yevgeny Zanyatin builcer of 'The Integral', a craft designed to spread the
Penguin &£1.10 glory of thc 'One State'. D, is quite happy with his
ptterly reginented existence and coupon-regulated sex

periods with '0's...until he neets the seductive E.33%0 who leads hin into
subversive activities and away from the joys of marching in step.

A powerful satire on the Com unist State, beautifully contrived, but
which nevertheless earncd ite writer exile from the USSR,..and also foruned
an inspirational basis for both ‘'Brave New World' and 1498kt

ZzSnma3==S An abortive raid on a
Gary Grant nuclear power station
Hale £5.25 sets the scene for strange
happenings on the surrounding
moporlandss Richard Drayton and
Jno Pilcher find thenselves
frighteningly involved in the
strange deaths brought about by
the horror which lurks in the
deserted gravel-pit pool,
The basic idea stems from
1 the thirties when such tales as
Errst's, 'The Thing In The Pond!', sent shivers down our spiness Here Mr.
Grant gives the theme a distinctly British flavour as he &ftly builds each
incident into a suspenseful and enthralling novel. DMNothing new here, but
just a jolly good reads...even if the characiers are a bit implausible,

St S m e e S S
et e e e

T . Hryvipg located a lode of infrangom, Ben Dogood and Ava

ggﬁgla§5Ré5naS°n Mallan flee from Scotian agsressors. They enter a space-
S time warp, but the pursuers neddle with the beam, and as

a result, Dogaod and Mallan swing back and forth in tine to a totalitarian
state where they fall foul of Conforme Alternately hunted by Scotians or
Conforrl, Dogood/Duguid cholices of action always narrow dewn to their
inevitable conclusion. A hectic novel, fast paced and with a touch of
hurpur. I felt it suffered from the effort necded 1o sustain tension in
two alternatc time-trecks. but this is a matter of taste. If you go for
action adventure, this will be your cup of tea.

'y v £
?JQéggzzgngEﬁgLnI Enjoys th?se reviews..but says '"Jhat's so fun with
%82 00 NYBRO rocket building? // I don't care about 'Rocket Colunan'”
= {((tTherets your $.,0.W. 2?))) Jonas publishes THE DARK LORD,
S EDEN 989 and would like to trade or buy fanzines. Why not drop
him a 1ine ? ss======—=c=—=x=sscco—soEaSssSooSo=CSERCSSSESSSTSssomsSsSzo=s
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IHo BREAISS CI_2B8 225220 Homo Uniformis has replaced Homo Sapiens, and all
Brian Aldiss are citizens ('Utopianists') of a Communist Utopia.
Panthér 95p Fifty of the elite (being more equal than the rest)

take a decadent holiday on Lysenka II and end up as
prisouners of the local savages. Much Kilkenny-cat bickering along dialectical
1ines and subversive argument follows before the &slmosst inevitable cnd 1is
achieved, The 'onemy! is really an inner one and this is well brought out in
entertaining, but rather bland talec.. .with the Utipianists always secming
slightly out of touch with reality.

S==Smas The author tackles his subject in three sections. First
Tom Graves, covering various nethods and devices..rods, wires,
Mavflower £1.25 penduluns ete. This is followed by an explanation of
operating techniques and description of lesser-known
svstems such as map-dowsing. The final chapter covers the various applicat-
jons of the technigues. There is @ good bibliography to extend your studics

and numerous line illustrations point up the text,. This is & 'nuts and bolts'

book, it avoids the 'airy-fairy' and describes dowsing in coveryday detail so
that if §%3 want to try it, simply pick up the book and away you goe For
myself, w a sceptice..I just cannot sec any logical reason for the methods
to worke However, that doesn't scem to stop others using them successfully,
so if you have any interests along the line tliis book is a ‘must'! for yous

------ EE=Sha=SIEER Set in an alternate world in which Europe is ruled by
Robert Silverberg the Turks, young Dan Beauchanp sets cut to win fane
Methuen Magnum $£1,25 and fortune anong the rich Incas and Aztecs of the
Arericas. lle gravels with the fat Quequex who explains

the theory of time branching and allies himself with the prince Topiltzkin,
Despite numerous adventures and battles, his fortune manages to elude him.
Virtually straight adventure, with the alternate time track nerely a peg on
which to hang the different society. IHowever, if you like such tales,then
this 3e excellant reading, particularly in its contrasts with our ‘reality's

. P I One of those rare collections where each yarn seens as
td, Williann F, Nolan good, if not better than, the lasts Miller's 'Linenan'
Corgi £7T.25 concerns revolt and a travelling space brothel. Fron

Bradbury, 'I,Mars' tells of a castaway Cefeated by his
own antieboredbrn devices. Clarke's 'Sunjaumer' is about space sailing races.
In other tales, Earth’s last two nen fight it out over the last woman; the
psi~ktilling disease in a telekinetic amociety; sentient trees; a near-innortal
castaway; future race relationship problens of star travel; alien protection
and the last noments of an aged spaceman, Ten yarns, all top gquality, plus
a brief introduction by Sikelly Lewenkopf. Excellent huy for self or gifte.

S=&Sanann== After the atoriic wars, only a handful of autonomous city-astates
D,Palunbo survive, Chicago,armed to the gills and spoiling for war, only
Bantan 85p needs a nudge to trigger her war mechinery. It arrives in the
form of an apparent tentative probing from New York. War hero Jake Dowman
checks things out while a power coup takes over his city. Further variety
is provided by his love affair with super efficient Guardian-cum=killer
Cassandra. Implausible, but nevertheless gripping throughout with encugh
variety and action to hold you hooked te the endl, I enjoyed it no end,



SOME WILL HOT DIE 2l

oYdb El2 oFo_zs2 Synthesised fron gseveral shorter mapgazine tales, this
Alpgis Budrys tells the recovery saga of an Anierica brought low by =&
Hethuen 'lMagnum! plagues The rennants are re=united by Berendstev who is
21425 then killed, Ve take up his story, and the parallel one

set thirty years later, when runigurs of his continued
existence cause the new rulers to seck hin out., The threads unite, and we
get a glinpse of what a self-policing society can bring on its way to
civilisation. Enjoyable, but hampered by its episedic construction.

AN_IRBluLlo 9Zof=t Five speculative tales from the writer of the superlatuve
Christopher Priest 'Space Hachine'T The title story is of the 'freezors’
Pan 21.25 who capture norents in tine. Then o soldior iz caught in

a strange sox trep, followed by an involved love atory
sot in a park with throe €ine bridges. There's oan introspective pieco about
a soldier, a writer and a wall and to conclude, en obmerver bocenes involved
with the Qatarii he is obeccving, The ideas wind around..all cerebral 3F,
so if thud and blundor is your bage.ke. p away. *(1folls wrote the seguel)

Mo titles in-a new 'In Action'! series fron M andford Press, at 26,95 each.

UNITED STATES MAVAL FIGHTERS OF WORLD WAR IT by Hichael O'Loary

UNITED STATES P.T. BOATS OF WORLD WAR IT by Frank D, Johnson

These hefty, 11'x9", 160 page hardcovars outline the design, develop-
ment and operation of theso eraft and the heroism of the men whe fought in
ther agairst the Japanese in thoe Pacific. The text is a bit '"Gung lol' in
parts, but this only serves to bring bome the mognificent achievenents
against overwhelning odds. Profusely illustratod with auporb sction 'photos,
plue, in the case of 'Fighters', constructional diagrams, the subject natter
is really brought to life.

; npighters! covers the failures and successes of six carrier~borne
aircraft, together with considerable 'as~-itw=happened' biographical detaill on
various pilots. One minor niggle is tl.e absence of a glossary to explain
the alphabet-soup (What is a VSiB=231 or VMF-2217)

np, T .Boats" follows a similar format of highly readable text ably
pointed up by great photographse.with the added bonus of a capsule histery
af high speecd boat developnent by racers such as Gar Wood and Scott-Paine.
Tn its own way, this one is possibly & nore conprehensive thistory! than
its corpanion...and is equally engrossing.

T would line to have secn a map of the various war areas included, ‘but
even so, these are nostalgic treats for war buffs, ideal for war ganers and
invaluable reference sources for nodellers, either of single craft, or of
conplete action dioramas, Having spent some years with a B-24 Sqgdn and
ending up on a coral island, 'Fighters' is ny favourite..but they are both
axcellent 'buys',..and novw 1 hope they!ll bring out the next one on the
Consolidated Liberator. Definitely a read-and=corc-again pair of titles,

LAST SUUTTLE T LA ARTE S A A
=====%===?=é===2=§§Q;§$=§a§£§ The décaying sattelite, 'Wirral City" hangs
John Rankine Dobson £5.25 in an impossible orbit (stationary over the

. Wirral Peninsula). Technician Elliman is
tried for being out of bounds, escapes and kidnaps Darbara Meynell, daughter
of one .f the rulers. He steals a shuttle and boots off for Earthe. The pair
£all foul of a bunch of robots, but after some hectic adventure all works
out for the best. Iightweight, lively and entertaining, plenty of fast,
continuous action by and around & genius hero, One quibblee.l wish writers
would avoid spaceships being driven hither and yon as if they were private
cars (in this case, complete with powerced and steerable wheels!).
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XEHO hen aircraft vanish,.and re -

=== v hae reappear, nomths later, things arec

T«F, Jones hushed up - until survivers lapse into a coma and give birth

Granada 2T.25 to venpire-lile creaturess.the Xeno. The author's tCollossus'
was superbe.this one is ev.n nere tunputdownable! with each

escalation of tension followed by a deceptive lull before the next arrivesS.

BPest thing since !Sinister Barriert!, surely an fward winnera.and superb

naterial for a hit horror/menacc filue DOHT MISS IT!

100 TH D as Dt 2o s c oo Interested in Pyranid Power, UFOs, Berruda
Berlits and Moore Trisngles or von Daniken's whacky theories ?
Panther £1..25 Here's another egually inplausible tsuppressed
nystery'! of an experinent to render a destroyex
invisible ny nmagnctically re-arrangenent .. .which turns the crew nacds
Photographic evidence proves the existence of » ship, the Mavy Yard whero
ships were built, and even of Albert Binstcin..so of course the rest oust
thercfore be truee. If you want to believes.read the book and enjoy a load
of unusual evidence which proves -- Some peoplc can be fooled all the tine.

______ finother Piers inthony hero rides out, The all-powerful

Piers sdnthony Galactics play at re-cnacting history and one group grabs

Panther %125 barbarian Alp fron the 9th Contury to ume his knowledge to
help then win. He escapes, and pursuc® by police, takes

refuge in the arena of the Csves nachine where he strugegles to cope with

a nixture of bows, sWOrds, sraceships and laserse A neat conmbination of

tine travel, space warfare and barbarian battles,

THE STARCHILD TRILOGY

R e Tt L bumper volumne opening with 'Rogue Star’ set in a
¥.,Paoh) & J,Uillianson nulti-racial universe complete with intelligent starsa
Penguin SF 5195 Then a new, vengeful one Is ereated by accident,.

19¢5rchild ! sees the tyrannical 1Plan Of Man' machine
meeting opposition fron the Starchild,.who paradexically {entt created until
the ent of tho yarn, ‘Recfs Of Space! {which should precede 'Starchild' is
how the great nochine created its own oppositions Strongly reninisecent
asf '3petee Shock?! and 'Comet rs, the plot is nulti-layered and mnever really
thanked! ne into its evoecative words (Willianson dotex on 'gold') and ito
shifting perspective. Grest if you like the older style thoughe.

$41 D B D : . . !

S§§£§:29—1§§~El§3—§g-EQQEE A slin collection, filled out by each tale having
Ed . 1, F Nolan a biographical piece to precede it Bradbury has
Corgi. 85p a search for a Hartian city which fulfils a secker's wantse

Sturgeon describes a cloven-hoofed girl and an inprisoned
power, then Chad Oliver tells of two space scouts who discover peaceful but
jmnortal natives. Steady reading, often satisfying, but not earthshaking,

S s R e S e With all resources squandered, the Britain
Mark Jales TalesLh .25 of the future is divided into separate

factions. Tom Boyce starts life in the
lowest caste of the Council-ruler Southern England. Existence is onhe
advantage-grabbing rat-race until an assault gives Boyce a mind-reading
edge which leads to his steady rise through the hierarchy. Jales builds a
chilling, but plausible future and a convincing picture of a man who has
and lives by principles which he was unaware that he possessed. Alnost
borderltine SF..which is just the stuff to sell well in the mainstream as
well as aoniong devotees of the genre.

Reviews continue on page 10.
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